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WILUNA TOWN BUSH FIRE BRIGADE 
283. Mr V.A. CATANIA to the Minister for Emergency Services: 
It is great to see the minister’s passion for volunteer sea rescue groups around Western Australia. I hope he has the 
same passion when it comes to the Wiluna bush fire brigade. 
I refer to an 11 April article on ABC online that outlines the serious under-resourcing of the Wiluna town bush 
fire brigade. 
(1) Has the minister received correspondence from the Shire of Wiluna regarding the situation? 
(2) Does the minister agree with the Department of Fire and Emergency Services that the best solution for 

the shire is to apply for a 3.4 urban tanker through the local government grants scheme? 
(3) Will the minister act immediately to ensure that Wiluna has appropriate firefighting capacity? 
Mr F.M. LOGAN replied: 
I thank the member for the question.  
(1)–(3) I have already acted on that. I received a letter from the shire and I have spoken to the commissioner 

about the situation in Wiluna. The commissioner’s recommendation of an application for a 3.4 urban 
tanker is good idea. I suggested to the commissioner that the brigade should think of converting to 
a volunteer fire and emergency rescue brigade. 

Mr V.A. Catania: When’s this going to happen, because they’re waiting? 
Mr F.M. LOGAN: I presume this is about the member’s electorate or someone from near his electorate, so he 
should just listen. 
I suggested that they convert to a volunteer fire and emergency services brigade so that it can be not only a bush 
fire brigade, but also, because of the isolation of Wiluna, trained in structural firefighting and the use of breathing 
apparatus, which I think will be far more appropriate for the town. It is up to the shire and the brigade to make that 
decision, but it is one that I have suggested to the commissioner. 
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